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Money Matters: Update from MIP Committee

By BARB KELTY, GEORGE SCHUHMANN and GARY DREHMEL
The League of Women Voters of Louisville’s

Money in Politics (MIP) Committee has looked MARK YOUR
at 2016 data on donations to candidates for Jef- CALENDAR
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of 18 Louisville-area races were uncontested dis-  Breathe?, March 20
tricts for the incumbent. The only incumbent unseated was District 38’s Denver
Butler, who had changed political parties.

Local incumbents generally raised more money for their campaigns and they
won eight of nine contested races. Two races were open seats without an incum-
bent.

The Republican and Democratic parties spent about $10.2 million on the Gen-
eral Election for 50 state House races, according to the Kentucky Registry of Elec-
tions: an average of about $100,000 per candidate per race.

And an open question: Do office holders generally serve the interests of their
big donors? You can access this information at our website,
www.LWYVLouisville.org/about_action.html
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Your League Needs You!

By DEE PREGLIASCO

The League has remarkable
members who lead lives of ordi-
nary routine — home, family,
work. But part of their DNA is to
reach out ... reaching out in shar-
ing their talents with others in the
community. Sharing can be as
simple as going to hear a talk by a
community leader, contributing a
dish to a church supper, writing e-
mails to elected officials and call-
ing friends and sharing opinions
on matters of importance. Others
may go to rallies, write letters to
their newspaper editors, help plant
trees in the parks, serve on boards
and contribute monetarily to im-
portant causes.

Under the auspices of the
League, our members have and are
registering folks to vote; research-
ing information on electoral
spending; planning, setting up, and
hosting our Dinner and Democra-
cy meetings; reviewing and ana-
lyzing proposed legislation; serv-
ing and chairing committees; lead-
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ing book club discussions and
preparing mailings.

You’re invited to join in
the effort to support the mis-
sion of the League — with
your presence, your participa-
tion, your ideas, your brawn, §
and your brain. Please e-mail
the League office at Info@
LWVLouisville.org with your
thoughts; they will be wel-
comed and read.

As President George H.
W. Bush has stated: “A vol-
unteer is a person who can
see what others cannot see;
who can feel what most do
not feel. Often such gifted
persons do not think of them-
selves as volunteers, but as
citizens — citizens in the full-
est sense: partners in civili-
zation.”

LWVL Hosts

The League of Women Voters of
Louisville will host the State
Convention of the LWV-KY on
Friday, March 31* and April 1*.
An ambitious agenda is planned
for the two-day event and will
include talks by Deborah Yetter,
Investigative Reporter for the
Courier Journal and Jason Bai-
ley, Executive Director of the
Kentucky Center for Economic
Policy. For More information,
contact the League office.

THE LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS
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Top: Terry Naydan and Nita Smith,
co-presidents of the League of

Women Voters of Kentucky, updat-
ed the audience at Feb. 20" Dinner

& Democracy on League positions
on matters coming before the state
legislature.

Immediately above: Nita, Terry and
Vice President Nicole George pre-
pared for the Dinner & Democracy
as League members and friends ar-
rived for the event.

Photos by Bill Lieshoff
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League Hosts Book Discussions

By PAT MURRELL

Three more brown-bag book
discussion are scheduled. All
discussion take place at 12:30
p-m. at Lang House.

The first will be Wednes-
day, March 15. Jill Harmer will
lead the discussion of What
Then Must We Do? Straight
Talk about the Next American
Revolution by Gar Alperovitz.

Barb Kelty will lead the dis-
cussion on The Soul of Black
Folk by W.E.B. DuBois on
Wednesday, April 19.

On Wednesday, May 24,
Carla Taylor will lead a David
McCullough Extravaganza!
Come and discuss your favorite
McCullough book, be it The
Wright Brothers, Truman, John
Adams, 1776, Mornings on
Horseback, Brave Companions,
The Johnstown Flood, The
Great Bridge : The Epic Story of
the Building of the Brooklyn

Bridge, The Greater Journey:
Americans in Paris or The Path
Between the Seas: The Creation
of the Panama Canal, 1870-
1914.

Have a book you really
like? Why not lead a brown-bag

book discussion on it? Contact
the League office at 895-5218.

Nominations Sought for LWV Citizens Award

The Citizens Award hon-
ors those who, in their volun-
teer life, personify the mission
of the League of Women Vot-
ers, which is to promote in-
formed and active participation
in the democratic process.

Any League member or
other citizen of this area may
make nominations.

Considered in the criteria
are the following: the award is
bestowed only for an excep-
tional contribution, one that
impacts our geographic area,
and that, at the time of the
award, the honoree is neither

an elected official nor a candi-
date for elective office.

The honoree need not be a
member of the League, and the
award may be given posthu-
mously.

An Award Committee con-
sisting of League past presi-
dents will select the honoree.

The award will be made at
the League’s annual meeting to
be held on June 5, 2017.

A call for nominations is
being issued early this year.
April 1 is the deadline for re-
ceiving nominations, which
should be submitted to Sylvia
Lieshoff at the League office.

The nomination should be

in the following format:

1. Name of Nominee. Contact info:

address, telephone, email address.

2. Name of Nominator. Contact info:

address, telephone, email address,
relation to nominee,

3. Reasons for nominating this per-

son; and a description of activities
and contributions.

4. Brief biographical information perti-

nent to the award.

5. Supporting information as needed.
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The League of Women
Voters of Louisville is one of
the oldest Leagues in the
country, created in 1920, the
same year as the League of
Women Voters of the
United States!

We’'re on the Web!
www.LWVLouisville.org

And on Facebook!
www.facebook.com/Iwvlouisville

Follow us on Twitter! C al e n d ar

@LWVLouisville
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